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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LYON 00192 291610Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 NSC-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 
NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 TRSE-00 /060 W 

127432 291907Z/46 

R 291535Z JUN 77 
FM AMCONSUL LYON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1039 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL MARSEILLE 
AMCONSUL BORDEAUX 
RUFJCX /AMCONSUL NICE 0049 
RUFJCX /AMCONSUL STRABURG 0047 

UNCLAS LYON 0192 

E.O. 11652 :N/A 
TAGS : PINT, FR 

SUBJECT : CHIRAC S R.P.R. PARTY OPPOSES POTENTIAL 
BARRE LEGISLATIVE CANDIDACY IN LYON DISTRICT. 

1 . LAST MARCH. AFTER THE MUNICIPAL ELECTION SUCCESS 

OF THE MAJORITY SLATE HEADED BY SENATOR-MAYOR COLLOMB, 

WHICH OBTAINED ESPECIALLY GOOD RESULTS IN THE 4TH 
RHONE CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, STRONG RUMORS WERE 
HEARD THAT PRIME MINISTER BARRE WOULD RUN FOR A 
DEPUTY SEAT FROM THAT DISTRICT IN 1978. 

2. VARIOUS RECENT PRONOUNCEMENTS AMONG THE REPUBLICAN 
PARTY LEADERSHIP, TENDING TO CONFIRM BARRE S IMPENDING 
CANDIDACY HERE, WERE NOT AT ALL APPRECIATED BY 

THE RPR S RHONE FEDERATION. THIS WEEK THE FEDERATION 
ISSUED A COMMUNIQUE THAT IT WOULD GIVE FULL SUPPORT 
TO THE RPR CONFIRMED CANDIDACY OF INCUMBENT 
4TH DISTRICT DEPUTE LOUIS JOXE, FORMER MINISTER 
AND AMBASSADOR UNDER DE GAULLE. UP TO NOW, 

SPECULATION HAD BEEN RIFE THAT THE AGING MR. JOXE, 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 LYON 00192 291610Z 

WHO WILL BE 76 IN MARCH 1978, WOULD NOT STAND 
FOR REELECTION . THE RPR S COMMUNIQUE WENT ON 
TO RIDICULE BARRE S CANDIDACY IN THE 4TH DISTRICT, 

DOES THE (REPUBLICAN) PARTY LACK CAPABLE 
CAMPAIGNERS TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT IT HAS TO 
HIDE BEHIND THE STATURE OF A PRIME MINISTER TO 
HAVE SOME HOPE TO WIN IN A DISTRICT WHICH HAS 
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ALWAYS REJECTED IT AND WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN 
FRIGHTENED BY THE LEFT ? THE COMMUNIQUE CONCLUDES 
THAT THE RPR WILL FIGHT FOR INDEPENDENCE, GREATER 
JUSTICE AMONG THE FRENCH AND GREATER PARTICIPATION 
OF ALL IN FRENCH SOCIETY. TOMORROW IN LYON, 

LIKE YESTERDAY IN PARIS, THE RPR WILL PREVAIL . 

VERSCHUUR 
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